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It is only since 1793 that the Chinese Amban in Tibet
has taken an active part in the administration of the
country. The colonial office of Peking (Li-fan-yuan) has
the general superintendence of Tibetan affairs, but it is
the governor-general of Ssii-eh'uan who is the immediate
superior of the Amban. To him the Amban reports his
actions; of him he asks instructions, even sends him copies
of his despatches to Peking. The regulations of the colo-
nial office1 contain the following rules for the guidance of
the A nn ban in his relations with the native authorities:
" He is to consult with the Tale lanaa or the Pan-ch'en
Rinpoeh'e on a footing of perfect equality on all local ques-
tions brought before them. All officials from the rank of
Ka46n down, and all ecclesiastics holding offices, must
submit to him for his decision all questions of whatever
nature they be. He must watch over the condition of the
frontier defenses, inspect the different garrisons, control
the finances, and direct Tibet's relations with peoples liv-
ing outside its border. Whenever vacancies occur among
the Ka46n, or Sha-dso-pa (treasury assistants), a report
is to be made to the Amban, who, in conjunction with
the Tale lama, will select suitable persons to fill the
been reverently appealed to in a    an auspicious and glorious rite, it is
special manner [tMs oracle is the    necessary that extra care and atten-
Na-eh'ung ch'u-jong], and the gods    tion be shown."
have been solemnly invoked [with a       In another memorial the Amban
view to selecting a date for the cere-    says that on the 14th of June he sent
mony] by genuine and earnest divina-     ** civil and military officers with sol-
tion. The result has shown that the    diers, etc., to take charge of the Impe-
only superlatively auspicious date is    rial gifts (to the Tale" lama). They were
the 13th of July, and it is accordingly    placed under a yellow canopy and sent
proposed to go forth on that day to    to the Zamatog tempje at Joshag (at
meet the reembodiment of the Tal6    the foot of Mount Potala), where they
lama and bring him to Mount Potala    will be received by the reembodiment
for enthronementjthat the hopes of all    as he kneels upon his knees and pros-
may be fulfilled. .. . The memorialist    trates himself with his face turned
would humbly observe that the matter    towards the Imperial Pal ace ia thanks
of the enthronement of the Tate lama,     for the Heavenly bounty."
being regarded throughout Tibet as       * "Li-fan-yiiantse-li," Books 61-62.